Editorial
The American Psychiatric Nurses Association (APNA) established the Journal of the American Psychiatric Nurses Association (JAPNA) in response to member need for a peer-reviewed journal that covered important developments in the prevention and treatment of mental illness and the promotion of mental health across the life scan. The developments covered in JAPNA's articles (e.g., editorials, original articles, special features) are applicable to psychiatric-mental health nursing practice, education, research, theory, and policy. For example, the January-February 2018 issue of JAPNA will focus on the special topic of trauma and reflects the rich variety of educational, research, and treatment activities that engage psychiatric nurses. Also to be published in 2018 are revised "Author Guidelines for JAPNA."
As a peer-reviewed journal, JAPNA is dependent on the knowledge, expertise, and integrity of reviewers. Those reviewers have predominantly been YOU, the readers of JAPNA, and I am very grateful for the time, energy, and resources you invest in this journal. We will publish a list of our valued reviewers in the January-February 2018 issue. Without authors who submit manuscripts and the individuals who review them, this journal could not represent the vibrancy and science of psychiatric nursing and the far-reaching effects of APNA.
Many of my editorials have focused on ethical issues involving publication and have reflected my long-term involvement as a volunteer with the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE). As a current vice-chair of this U.K. charity trust, I have been involved in planning the development of several current new resources offered by COPE, free of charge on their website. These resources will be of interest to JAPNA's authors and reviewers.
COPE has a primary goal of offering advice to editors and publishers on all aspects of publication ethics and how to handle cases of research and publication misconduct. While the organization is supported and funded predominantly by publishers, the other primary goal is education of all involved in publishing, including authors and reviewers. A Council and Trustee Board, most elected by COPE members, lead and manage the organization. All are volunteers, and financial resources are offered to administrative staff, for website development, and for development of seminars and educational offerings involving publication ethics.
Some resources that you might find most relevant (available at www.publicationethics.org) include the following:
• • New decision flowsheets on "What to Consider
When Asked to Peer Review a Manuscript" and "How to Spot Potential Manipulation of the Peer Review." These join the other decision flowsheets available on the website on a variety of topics aimed at handling publication ethics issues. Available in multiple languages, they address most common dilemmas faced by authors, editors, and reviewers. • • "Ethical Guidelines for Peer Reviewers" was recently revised and published and addresses the issues that a peer reviewer must consider when reviewing a manuscript. It is available at https:// publicationethics.org/files/Ethical_Guidelines_ For_Peer_Reviewers_2.pdf. These recent additions to the COPE website are only some of the freely available resources. All who are submitting manuscripts to JAPNA or acting as manuscript reviewers have a responsibility to understand ethical principles of publication and to adhere to standards that ensure the highest quality journal publication. This significantly benefits nursing science and the development of our profession. 
